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kvent helps swing open the doors

PETER BIRNIE
Postrnedia Mewvs

The name is as boring as anything
ever invented by socizl planners
in1 vhe Soviet Union. Qulture Davs
evokes thoughts of mass demen-
stratinns of physical fitness, or the
precision display of thousands of
(lash-cards that give us a glorinus
image of Dear [eader Kim Jong-
il.

Yet the event that’s about to
break out across Canada this
weekend, from sea 1o sea to sea,
isn't boring at all,

In just irs second vear, Culture
1ays has becorme & maszive
annual three-day grassroots
attempt to engage us all in under-
standing that arts and culture
form a fundamental part of life,
here in the land that stretches
aeross SAtime zones.

From Tofino to Tovbay, people
invalved in all the many areas of
the art< and attendans cultural
organizations are throwina apen
their doars to welcome anyone
interested in music, dance, visual
arts, theatre, new media — o
tecoming a pirate. Be in Victoria's
Centennial Square on Saturday
and Sunday for that one, as the
Maritime Museum of B.Cl's Pirate
Sehool sets sail.

There are only two rules for
any Culture Days event. It must

—oforganizations dedicated to-culture, arts

be free to the public, and it must
include a “hehind the scenes”
component that helps people
understand the how, why and
where of what's going on.

At Pirete School, for instance,
vou'll learn why the letter thut
comes after ( is so important to
buccaneer culture.

Culture Davs was kicked of €
last vear by the nacion’s tup cul-
tural mandarins at the Canadian
Arts Summit, the Canada Council,
the Bemff Centre and Culture pour
tous in Quebec,

Culture pour tous 1s the creator
of les Journees de la cultwre, now
in its 15th year in Quebec, and the
inspiration for Culane Days
everywhere else.

The 2010 event was relatively
small, with “only’ alsout 700 Cana-
dian cities andl towns taking part.
We won't know until events wrap
up on Sunday just how much big-
ger this year's weekend was, hut
just & plaincee ar @culturedays on
Twitter brings up hundreds of
notes ahout what’s on offer.

The spirit of Culure Davs
seems to demand we switch off
the 'V, pry our posteriors from
the sofu and ser out in search of o
play reading, or a facilities rour or
o crafrs demonstration — in Flin
Flon, for instance, the fine art of
caribou hair-tufting will be pre-
sented.

The CBC will be acting as a
kind of connective tissue to link us
all, as only the Mother Corp can
do, and on Friday night, a rock
concert in Vancouver will be
broadeust live across the country.

Dubbed Midnight Music,
becanse that's when it will air in
eastern markers, the hour-long
show kicks off on the West Coast
at 8 p.m.. with performances by
inglie rockers The New Pornogrs-
phers {don't forget to wish a
happy birthday to drummer Kurt
Dahle), The Midway State and
Stars.

The erowd in Vancouaver will
then be treated to another how: of
Jive music by tie three hands.

CBC soes all-our on Saturday,
when virtally every CBCRadio
Canada oucler i1 the nation cele-
brates the broadcaster’s 75th
birthday by following the Culture
DRavs mandate and hosting an
open house.

Cotch yourself on camera,
record a radio message, or peer
inside the mysterious satellite
truck.

In Victoria, the CRC Radio 75th
Anmniversary Open House runs
from 10 am. 2 p.m. Saturday at
the CBC station at 1025 Pandora
Ave.

For & complete guide to Lulture
Bavs events across Canada, go to
cultiredays.ca.
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